Cleve 40 Frampton Cottrell 3

28th February 2010 

Gloucester Cup Pool Game

The game was played in very wet condition and the pitch was very boggy, this was a must win fixture for both sides a loss would lead an failure to enter the knockout part of the competion. Steve Dando was away for the game but had put some big preparation into the game in training on Thursday night. George Norman deputised and continued the preparation prior to the game. The lads seemed up for this fixture right from the start. Straight from the kick off Cleve were applying pressure and winning ball and gaining ground. Cleve were spending a lot of time in Frampton’s 22. After a continue pressure Frampton conceded a penalty. Cleve decided to take a shot at the post unfortunately with the difficult conditions under foot it was missed. This did not deture Cleve and they continued to pressure Frampton’s 22. Eventually Cleve’s pressure was rewarded with big McCauley Parsons crashing over for a try. The try was well converted by Joe Muxworthy. Cleve were starting to grow in confidence and a series of good moves were getting Cleve nearer a second try. Eventually after Frampton conceded a penalty five yards out, after a couple of infringements from the originally taken penalty, Joe Muxworthy took a quick tap and touched down for our second try and was converted the kick by Joe. Cleve started using the ball well and the whole team seemed to be clicking and further pressure resulting in a good forward move leading to the ever impressive Max Evans scoring a third try wide on the left. Joe made an excellent kick to covert the kick.

[image: image1.jpg]



A rare mistake by Cleve in our 22 led to a period of pressure from Frampton Cottrell. Some determined gritty defence by Cleve would not allow them to cross fro a try. Frampton had to be happy with a well-taken drop goal. There was no further scores in the first half and the score was 21-3.
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The second half and with Cleve in confident form and moved the ball well. It ended with just reward for Wesley Long crossing over for a try after weeks of magnificent performances without reward. Our Centre partnership of James Floyd and Jack Stephens were being a constant threat and James Floyd ended an unusual baron spell with a truly determined try and Joe Muxworthy kept his perfect record on conversions to make the score 35-3. To there credit Frampton did not give up and were awarded a penalty five yards out. Some excellent defending especially by big Max Evans denied them a try. This was nearly as good as scoring a try and really gave the guys a lift. Wesley Long completed the scoring making the final score 40-3.
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George gave everyone a run out and the performance never wavered with the entire changes testament to the whole squad’s commitment and spirit. This was a magnificent team performance; Jack Stephens worked tirelessly with some great penetrating runs with some equally good defensive work. James Floyd put in a great performance with the reward of a deserved try. Declan Streete made some excellent catches in difficult wet conditions and made huge ground in every carry. George was very pleased with the aggression shown by Max Evans, Wesley Long and McCauley Parsons that inspired the whole pack into an excellent performance. It was great to see big Sam William put in a good performance after suffering recently with injury carrying well and making a couple of big hits. Jason Bennett had a solid performance getting big praise from the opposition coaches. Ryan Watts again had a great performance at full back not dropping anything and Richard Lane got to stretch his legs on a couple of occasions and was unlucky not to score.  This was a performance of old with all contributing and great to see that although in recent weeks we have been unlucky this performance was a reflection of the team’s spirit and endeavour.

1. Tyler Lewis (Cameron Lippiatt) 2. Kieran Campbell (Luke Moorhead) 3. Harry Bishop (Ed Donahue). 4. Max Evans. 5. Sam Williams (Fabien Clarke). 6. Zinny Norman (Capt) 7. McCauley Parsons. 8. Wesley Long. 9. Jason Bennett (Jed Bullen) 10. Joe Muxworthy. 11. Richard Lane (James Robinson) 12. Jack Stephens. 13. James Floyd. 14. Declan Streete. 15. Ryan Watts.
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